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NO FIRST-CLASS BALL

Local Pm;)oota Do Not Appear to Be
Bright.

HANLONOFFERS M'GRAW MORE MONEY

—_——— ———

Prep arations at Georgetown for the
Big Meet.

CURRENT SPORTING NOTES

Sensational movements in the base ball
world are being made outstde of Washing-
ton. A careful canvass of the local .situa-
tion by a Star reporter this morming com-
pils the assertlon that unless something
nforeseen springs up within the next thir-
ty-six hours Washingten will be without
Arst-clazs ball next sesson. Local follow-
ers of the Fame are ayporetnly wide apart
when capitalizing a club is considered, and
for this reason a combined movement seems
impossible.

A report comes from Baltimore to the
effect that Manzgers Hanlon and MeGraw
were In conference until @ late hour this
morning, and that the latter had taken un-
iler consideration & proposition that he re-
main in the National League at a big ad-
vance in salary. with other financial in-
ducements. Friends of MeGraw in Wash-
ington laagh at the report, as they know
the little fellow Is not in the “quitter”
class, and that he posscsscs sufficient com-
maon sense Lo see that he woukl be a “dead
one'” in Baltimore forever should he desert
the capitalists who have put him forward
a=s general manager of the American Asso-
clatlon club In the oyster chty. MeGraw
and Robinson have valuable business in-
terests  in Baltimore, which would be
wreckad should either vne make Lthe move
exnectod of them by Manager Hanlomn,
MeGraw, bhefore affiliating with the asso-
ciation, consldered long and well all the
phases of the situation, and he Is believed
tn be of that sort. when he has made up
“is mind to act, all bridges have been
murnea in his rear.

Lengurs Negotiations Frustrated.

It is understiood that when the eircuit-re-
duecing committ2e of the National Leazue
met In Cleveland Wednesday agreements
were reached with the magrates owning the
Louisville, Cleveland, Baltimore and Wash-
ington elubs and that there would be plain
suiling hereaiter.  After the meeiing ad-
journed come the sensaticnal desertion (_;f
MeGriw and hiz= coup in securing the Balti-
mere grounds.  Thi= movement has doubt-
less blocked the wheels of the reduction
machinery, as the league magnates cannot
see thelr way clear to pay the Baltlmore
mognates from S To 3 un) when they
have absolute'y nothing to deliver I)'l_ll the
franchise, Their players were considerad
werth at least $25.008) snd their grounds
about $S.6EM, but as th two items have
been wiped off the slate by the action of
BigGiraw it seams unbusinesslike to pay out
an immense =um of money for aothing. Lt
is just In line for the league megnates, oul-
side of Brooklyn and Baltimore, o inform
the Baltimore-Brookiyn =yndicate that they
do not eare to perchase the oulfit of the
Orloles, amd shat they can go ul!-_a-1 with
thelr arrangements as if ne propositien had
keen mzde.

The Baltimore people

E NewW ErounGs
if new plaver

would then have to
Wl secure an entire
# large majority of
nt team } nolificd MeGraw that
they will ¢ their fortunes with him. 'Fhe
situation tl autl'neld = in conformily 'w
idcas expressad by President 8
his return Lo Boston from Cley
being mivised of Meliraw’s movements in
Raltimore. From the oresent outlook it
appears as though Mr. Hanlon has dropped
about 5000 at one foll swoop.

There i3 a falnt possibility that Mr. Han-
lon may persuade Mo aw Lo give out the
announcement that he has returned to the
jepgue so as to eénable the former to un-
load his Baltimore holidings on his fellow
magnates, but even ot that it looks like a
poor proposition. as MoGraw 1= simpl‘\-_ the
agent of the American Association caplial-
ists and all he can surrender is himself,

MeGraw's New Organization.

Last night the Baltimore Base Buall and
Amuzement Company was formed and an
American Association team will compets in
that city with the National League for pub-
lic favor. The stockholders of the com-
pany which will own the Baltimore fran-
chise in the association met at the Futaw
House, in that city, perfected their organ-
ization and officially announced thelr names
to the newspapers. Those present at the
meeting were Mesars, John J. McGraw, ball
player; Rev. John D. Boland, D. L. Straus,
president of the Gosman Ginger Ale Com-
pany;: John J. Mahon, broker; Phil Peter-
son, secretary of the Gosman Ginger Ale
Company; George F. Wailms, banker; J. P,
Shannon, manager of the Eutaw House;
Thomas E. Jenkins, press agent of fhe
Western Marvland railroad: J. Frank Mur-
phy, furniture dealer; W. H. MeGee, pack-
er; Francie E. Yewell, bullder; Harry Gold-
man. financier; George 8. Gripps, packer.

The other stockholder {s Wilbert Robin-
son of the firm of Robinson & MeGraw.
His =tock and that of his partner is held in
the firm name. Rev, J. DL Boland Is rector
af 8t. Vincent's Catholic Church and is a
tover of all healthful outdeor sports.

The Lease Question.

Dr. Charles E. Sadtler, representing the
trustees of the Sadtler estate. upon which
the base ball park s located, sald yester-
day that he wished to correct an Impres-
sion that the trustees acted with any par-
tiality In bestowing the lease of Union
Park. He =aid Mr. Hanlon's company be-
ing an ol and a good tenant of Union
Park It was deslred that he should have
the preference, 5o on January 20 a messen-
ger was =ent to Mr., Hanlon with an aption
that was operative until noen on Janu-
ary I

Ten days before 11is, says Mr. Sadtler, a
letter was addressed to the: Baltimore Base
Ball Club notifying it that the lease had ex-
pired and Inguiring about renewal. After
the lease had been made to Mr. MeGraw's
organization a reply came from Mr. Han-
lon which was neither a rejection nor an
acceptance of the terms of the option in
the eves of the trustees, who deemed it
wise to get thelr property under a rent at
once, These steps were taken because the
present lessees were pressing for an answer
as to whether cr not they would get the
grounds, .

Good Thing for Hase Hall.

A speclal from St. Louls says that
at Joyee and Tebeau's base ball head-
quarters nothing was talked about yvester-
day but the new American Assoclation.
Joyee said:

“I have predicted that the new American
Assoclation would be a go and that Mce-
Graw and Robble would stand true to it.
It's the best thing that ever happened for
base ball. It will awaken interest in quar-
ters where the game is dead now, create
intense rivalries in cities where two clubs
are located and malntain interest in the
game in the fall until the snow flies.””

Pat Tebeau, notwithstanding his loyalty
to tne league, sald:

“1 don't look on the new American Asso-
ciation as anything but a friendly rival. 1
can't for the life of me gee where It will
hurt the game. Loeally it will create a
great rivalry and If the rival teams meast
in a spring and fall series thelr owners will
make enough money out of those games
alone to pay the whole season’'s expenses.
As for players, why, there are players
enough to start an army not quite as big
as the British, but nearly as big as the Fil-
ipinos. New leagues and calamity howlers
can’'t hurt base ball. The glorious game

will be a fixture long after we have struck
out.”

GOLDEN EAGLES WON THREE.

Games Bowled With the Columbias
Last Night.

The Columbia and Golden Eagle bowling
teams played three games In the District
Leugue series last unight. The Eagles were
victorious in all of the games, winning
two without effort. In the first and second
game2 Columbia gave a miserable exhibi-
tion, playing like noviees. The last game
was much the best exhibition of the even-
ing, and the Eagles had a stiff uphill battle
to make the winning. Cott entered the

game for the Eagle team, but was with-

ifrawn after the first game, making place
for Armtsrong, who was late In arriving.
McNish was withdrawn by the Columblas
In the sixth frame of the second game,
his place being taken by Simpson, who had
much difficulty In executing spare shois,
though he Wwas the victim of several splits.
The games were not fast or well played,
the BEagles having a present from Columbia

lnmentably weak on spares through the
euatlre match, and only in the last game
did they perform craditable strike work.

k was decidedly off, and this brilliant
player. leader of the league Individual r=ec-
ord, hurt his average in each of the _hree
contests,

The first game dragged {is uninteresting
lengtlh out to a tiresomeextent, giving Co-
lumbia opportunity =t every turn for dis-
ccuragingly poor work. 'Easy spares were
repeatedly missed. The Eagles were In the
same closs and playved a mi=erable game,
but making enough pins to mark a vic-
tary. The score follows:

FIRST GAME.

Columbla Bowling C ub. | Golden Eagle.
St Sp. A at. &p.  8e.
.1 3 1=:ln 2 4 152
1 3 119 Hanold 4 1 147
.0 6 141 Laue, . 2 5 153
2 4 102 Diemer .2 4 1M
stitt....... 2 4 13piCott........ 1 B 137
Totals.... & 20 6T Totals.... 11 18 730

The visiting team spriced up a bit in
the second event and made a fairly good
srore, eastly winning., Columbia was again
casy money, and were ontplayed at cvery

point. Armstrong howled a triple header,
amd Laue scored two doubles. The score
follows:

SECOND GAME.
Columbia Bowling Clah, | Gulden Eagle.

#st. Sp.  Se. 8t. SJI. Be.
Ricker..... 1 JJ 157 Broegger... 3 182
Desio. ... 0 7 150 Hanold..... 0 7 148
MeNish.. ... 2 2 122 lane....... 5 2 176
Rodrick. ... 1 a 124, Diemer 3 2 138
B .o 2 & 158 Armstrong.. 3 2 158

Totals.... 6 238 71 Toluls....14 180 708

Columbia staried o well in the last game
and soon secured a good lead, which they
maintained until the elghth frame. Here
Laue, Diemer and Armstrong started a
wreat ran which easily placed their side
akend, and in addition to a poor finish by
Columbia, enough pins were bowled to land
them easy winners. The score follows:

THIRD AME.
Colnmbia Bowling Club. | Golden Eagle.

S Sp. Se t. s; 8e.

2 B 142 Bruegger... 2 153

2 2 127 Hawold.....1 3 128

1 4 134, Lage, . ..... 3 06 178

3 4 151 Dlemer..... 4 3 173

o 6 17%| Armstrong.. 2 4 161

" Totnls.... 11 21 2l Totals....12 20 Tl

There will be league bowling at the S8aen-
gerbund Monday night, the Columbias play-
ing three games there with the home club.

The standing of the clubs follows:

Won. Lost. ILC.
Epengerbund. . . ....co..iianan S | 11 5oz
tinkiden Eagle Bowlicg Club. .. 18 14 538
Carroll Instimte, ...... .. Ao 15 15 500
Young Men's Christian Assoclstion. 156 15 ]
“Colnmblia Bowlng Club. .......... 12 15 A4
Business Men's Bowling Club. ... 13 1T 433

ATHLETES IN TRAINING,

FPreparing for Georgetown Univers-
ity's Coming Contesta.

Great preparations are being made to ren-
der the ooming indoor meet of Georgetown
T'niversity the biggest kind of a suecess.
It will be run off in Convention Hall on
the evening of February 17. Work was be-
gun on the track last week, and the cor-
rera will be soon in place, thus permitting
the athletes to practice on the track on
which they will run in competition, a big
advantage., There will be ten laps to a
mile, which will make this track similar 1o
the one in Madison Bgquare Garden, New
York.

Pennsylvania will send its usually strong
team, including the many champions en-
relled under its eolors. A strenuous effort
being made to bring Kraengleln, the
holder of three records, the low, the high
hurdles, and the broad jump. together with
Hutchingon of Prineeton, in the hurdles, I
. Baxter, the champion intercollegiate high
jumper, has returncd to Pennsylvania, and
muy be seen in eompetition with Carroll
ol Priaceton in the high jump.

The Helay Race.

The star attraction of the evening,
ever, will be the relay race between Ienn-
svivania and Georgetown. In this event
will be seen some of America’s fasiest quar-
ter=milers, Georgetown encounters Harvard
tenight at the Indoor meet of Boston Col-
e, and the cuteome will be watched with
mieresi, especially since Pennsylvania will
meet Harvard the foilowing Saturday night.
From the showing made the followers of
each team may be enabled to esumiate the
chinnees.

Not ail the relay running will be done
by Georgetown and Pennsyivania, howsver,
for the Washington branch of the Y. M, C.
A, will put @& team In the fleld agains: the

Haltimore branch of the same organization,
and a great light is prodicted. A nomber
of the members of the local branch are
training under the supervision of Messrs.
Ridout and Holtwan. Villanova is  also
very anxious (o meet its old rival from
Lewlsburg, Pa., Bucknell, and its wish may
be gratified.

The man who will furnish the most sur-
prise and astonishment to the crowd wiil
be Arthur F. Duffy, the champlon zprin-
ter at 1M vards, He i3 a small chap, and
it seems well nigh incredible that he should
run as fas: as he does, e is as quick as
the piztol flash. His title as champion at
the M yvand distance was won in Lthe A,
A, U. games in Boston on August 26, when
he ran away from Kraenzlein, the cham-
pion hurdler, and Stephens of Canada In
the time of ten seconds.

Training at Georgetown.

The following are among the men now in
training: Liynch, Barry, Lenane, Hirst,
Cead, Rice, Lenuon, Holland, Kerns, Sheri-
dan, Dessez, Fey, Wilson, Brown, McKay,
Horsey, Douglass, Keane, Cranston, Finn,
Long, Cummings, J. Lynch, J. Gracie,
Walsh, Brady, Mulligan, Cashman, Downs.

There will be a relay race between the
leeal high school, and many of the repre-
=entatives from the different schools are
now utillzing 4he indoor track at George-

is

how-

tewn., The events of the meet will com-
prise two forty-yaurd runs one handicap,
one scrateh; 220-vard handicap, Ss0-yard

intercollegiate, one-mlle run, fifty-vard
hurdle, pole vault, shot put, together with
the school-boy races,

The indoor track in the Healy building
is daily the scene of activity. From the
hours of 11 o'elock to 12, and from 3 to 5
in the afternoon, many of the students may
be seen limbering up, taking starts, and
sprintng for twenty or thirty yards. Owing
to the greal number of men in training It
has been found expedient to divide them
Into sqguads.

All the men In training and trying for
positions on the leam are under the sur-
velllance and ever watchful eye of Trainer
William Foley, than whom there is no one
more painstaking or earnest. He shows the
recruits how to stride, and keeps down
the too-willing spirit of the veterans, to run
away from each other when placed on the
mark. Besides Trainer Foley, Capt. Mulll-
gan of the track team Is always alert for
any mistakez made by the men, and i ever
willing to lend any ald, material or othec-

Tournament Tonight at the Y. M. C. A.
House,

The Young Men's Christian Assoclation
has arranged n chess tournament for this
evening as a first slep in the organizatlon
of a chess c¢lub among the members of the
association. All persons Interested in chess
are Invited to be present thls evening,
whether members of the association or not.
Mr. E. P. Hanna will play all comers,
playing simultaneously a dozen or more
games. A handsome prize will be awarded
the first member to checkmate Mr. Hanna.
Play will begin promptly at 8 o'clock, and
continue until 11,

Mr. Hanna has held the championship of
the District of Columbia for several years,
and was champlon of his native state,
Kansas, when only nineteen years of age.

——
Stole Pigeons.

Walter Butler was today convicted before
Jydge Kimball of stealing thirteen plgeons,
valued st $1 each, from A. A. Hancock, and
was fined 320, with the alternative of spend-
ing four months in jaill,

The Beast Preseription for Chills

ula is )
mmuu“wk—ﬂ& t“}.":
tastcless form and is compounded In correet pro-
portions. The reason lmitatcrs do pot ndvertise
MWhhﬁmt know you would pot
bay i} medicive If you fts ingredients.
Grove's iy the Mh&udyeuuuu
gection, ¢ tho Ualied Bores. U T

in their first victory. The Columblas were |

A RETIREMENT FUND
Prominent I"aaf:_u;p of;“{'_thn Proposed
Weather Buraau Beorganization,
DEDUCTIONS FROM THE SALARIES

x
Provisions for ﬁ;lapoill;tment. Pro-
motion a_nc'l D:’s'{r’pissal.

A BILL OF WIDE SCOPE

A legisiative measure which is deemed to
be of considerable | tance to loyes
of the executive departments at Washing-
ton 1s now pending before the Housé. This
is the bill (H. R. 588S) to reorganize tha
weather bureau, which the House commit-
tee on agriculture authorized, last Wednes-
day. to be favorably reported, as stated in
The Star at the time.

Chalrman Wadsworth has been working
on the bill since then, by direction of the
committee, perfecting its verblage., He has
completed this task and the bill i now on
the House calendar, ready (o be called up
for consideration in order.

While the provisions of this bill apply
only to the weather buresu, the measure is
considered important from the fact that it
will test the sense of Congress upon the
question of providing a retirement fund in
a bureau of an executive department of
the government. 8Such a proposition has
been belore a House commities neretofore
but never coupled with the official indorse-
ment- which this bl carries,

The sections of the bill creating the re-
tirement fund, as amended by direction of
the committee, provide as follows:

A Retirement Faond.

“8ee. 8. That beginning on the 1st day of
July, 1%, there shall be withheld each
month from the salaries of the emploves of
the weather bureau, drawing =alaries of
80 per annum and upward (except that
retired  officers and enlisted men of the
army and navy shall not be assesged or re-
celve retirement pay under the provisions
of this act), 3 per centum or so much there-
of as the retirement board hereinafter de-
zeribed may determine to be necessary for
the purpnse herein specified; sad sum =
withheld to be deposited in the treasury of
the United States to the credit of the
‘wenther bureau retirement fund,’ as a
special deposit, which, with the approval
of the cha.rman of the retirement board,
shall be subject to requisition by the dis-
bursing officer of the weather burean, and
for which the officlal bond of the Iatter
shall be liable, to he expended by him for
the benefit of the employes who shall be
retired upon the plan and under the pro-
vigions of this act.

“Provided, That on all money= =0 with-
held from the salarles of such emploves the
government £ha.l pay no interest: that on
and after the ist day of July, 19, em-
ployes in the weather bureau serive who are
subject to the provisions of this act shall be
retired from such serviee and paid an an-
nuity equal to a per centum hercinafter
named: Provided, That such retirement
shall e made under and subject to the
following conditions;

“Par. 1. Employes tiow or hereafter in
the weather bureau ' who have been em-
ploved in the sald bureau for a period of
ten years or more, including service in the
Signal Corps, United Siates army, prior to
Juiy 1, 184, and who are disabled for the
performance of thelr dutles, as determined
by the retirement board heréinafter named,
may he retired, and, when so retired, shall
b pakd an annulty eguial to 30 per centum
of the aversge annual pay that they may
have received during the last five years
previous to their retirement.

“Par, 2 Employes who have been em-
ployed as above named for a period of
twenty vears, and those who have been
employed thirty vears anfl whe are dis-
abled for the performance of their duties,
may be retired, and, when so retired, shall
be paid an annuity equal to 4 per centum
and L per eeptum, respectively, of the
average annual pay they may have recelved
during the kst five yvears previous to their
retirement.

“Par. 4. Employes who have reached the
age of sixty years and bave been employed
thirty vears may be retired, and when re-
tired shall be pald 60 per centum of the
average annaal pay they may have ru(‘ul\'{_!.d
during the last five years previous to their
retirement.

“Par. 4. Employes who have reached the
age of sixty-five years and who have been
employed thirty years shall be compulso-
rlly rotired, and shall be paid T3 per cent
of the average annual pay they may have
recelved during the last five years previous
to their retirement; and any person who
shall nttain the age of sixty-five vears
without having completed thirty years' ser-
viee shall be retired and recelve annually
one-thirtieth of the 75 per cent of sulary
for each vear of his service:

“Provided, That In all eases where em-
ployes shall voluntarily leave the govern-
ment servies or he removed therefrom for
cause they shall forfeit to the retirement
fund the amount of salary withheld under
the provisions of this act: but If those who
voluntarily have retired thereafter re-enter
sald serviee they shall be entitled to the
benefit of the time they may have served
prior to the time of leaving such service:

“And be it further provided, That all re-
tired emploves and offi = shall be subject
to the orders of the chief of the weather
bureau for emergency or temporary asslgn-
ments to duty for perlods not to exceed
sixty days in any one calendar year without
additional compensation.

“Par. ». That any employve who has con-
tributed as heren provided to the wenther
hureau retirement fund hereby authorized
who shall die before retirement shall have
piid Lo the person previousty designated by
him, but no other person, T8 cent of
the amount of salary withheld during his
term of office and deposited in said fund.”

The Retirement Roard. .

The bill creates a retirement board, to
consist of the chief of the weather bureau
and two emploves of the bureau, to be
selected by the Secretary of Agriculture,
and all retirements, wth compulsory and
voluntary, shall be made upon the recom-
mendation of said board and with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of Agriculture:
Provided, That in no case shall 8 retire-
ment be made unless the current revenues
of the retirement fund be sufficient Lo bear
the additional expense, It Is also provided
“That for the first ten years after this act
goes Into effect there shall be withheld
from the annuity paid to retired employes
of the weather bureau monthly a sum equal
to the amount withheld for the month im-
medialely preceding retirement; and such
sum shall be retained in the weather bu-
reau retirement fund and pald out as other
moneys In said fund are authorized to be
expended: Provided, 'That the length of
service of all persons who, may enter the
weather bureau on pr after the date on
which this act goes into effect shull, for
the purpose of retiré¢ment, be computed
from the date of thelr first assessment for
the weather bureau retirement fund.'

Filling Vacaneles.

The bill also makes some changes in the
method of selecting “’nplms for the ser-
vice. The civil servige commission shall
conduct all examinations for original ap-
pointment and the chigf of #he weather bu-
reau shall originate alid conduct examina-
tlons for promotions.

Vacarcies in the 1 st grades of ob-
server, clerk and sten pher shall be fill-
ed by reductions, premotions as provided in
section 6. transfers frdm co-ordinate grades
or by appointments appartiined among the
states and terrltoﬂes-in afphabetical order
and the congressional districts in numer-
cal order, the sepators of a state being

rst recognized In the order of their se-
njority; and vacancies in the position of
messenger, watchman, artisan or in any
mechanical position shall be filled and op-
portluned in the same manner as for ob-
servers, clerks and stenographers, except
that the alphabetical erder of the states
shall be reversed: Provided, that all pasi-
tlons above those for which original ap-
pointment Is hereln provided shall be filled
by promotion from lower grades or posi-
tions, or reduction from higher grades
or positions.

. The age limits for appointees shall be as
follows:

For observers, clerks nnd stenographers,
not less than eighteen years nor more than
thirty years; for artlsans, watchmen and
mechanics, not less than iwenty years nor
more tlu;ll thirt Tye years: for messen-

nt e tpa Mo CemYE imar m e

TS,
&n twenty-five years; provided, that in the

cases of nersons who served in the Tnited
SBtates army, navy. or marine corps, bes
tween April 12, 1861, and™A t 24, 1865,
and received an honorable discharge there-
from, the age limits for appointment to the
positions of nger, watchman and clerk
at the central office In Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbla, are hercby walved.

After five yvears' satisfactory service mes-
sengers and stenographers may be pro-
moted to the grade of observer if ther pass
an examination Including English language.
arithmetic. algebra and clementary meteor-
ology, with an average marking of not less
than 75 ver centum and not less than 65
per centum In each sublect; and In Hke
manner, and after a like length of service,
any laborer, mechanic or other employe
may be advanced.

Nomination of Applicant.

When a :enator or representative or dele-
gate is notified by the Becretary of Agri-
culture that an appointment is to be made
from hLis state, his district or his territory
he shall, within thirty days, nominate one
or more persons of sound physique and
good morals, who shall conform 1o the con-
Aitlons prescribed in section 5. He, she or
they shall report to the civil gervice com-
mission for such physical and mental ex-
aminations as may be preseribed by the
“ommission after consultation and agree-
ment with the chief of the weather bureau.
Wallure to pass the physical examination
hall exclude the candidate from participa-
tion in the mental examination. In order
to pass, A candidate must attain an average
f 75 per centum in the mental examina-
tion and not less than 65 per centum in
~ach subject. If more than one candidate
he nominated, the appointment shall be
given to the candidate passing with the
highest general average: if no one of the
candidates pass. the senator, representa-
tive or delegate sha!l be so notiied and
equested to agaln nominate one or more
~andidates; {f none of these pass, the ap-
pointment shall go to the next senator, rep-
resentative or delegate In proper order. A

r[::mﬂldate shall not be examined a second
me. =

Probationary Appointments.

The sucecessful candidates shall receive
probationary appolntments for one year
dering which. time they may be removed
If, in accord with the recommendation of
the chief of the weuather bureau, the Secre-
tary of Agriculture is of the opinion that
they are net suited to the work of the
weather bureau; but in case of the removal
of 4 probatlonary aprointee the same sen-
ator, representative or delegate (or his suc-
ceesor) who nominated the person removed

shall be ealled on to make nomination for
the vacancy thus created.

Reductions and Dismissnls.

The bill provides regulations for reduc-
tiong and dismissals, upon charges; for
promotion “based entirely on merit:" for
temporary appointments for thirty days,
and says: “That where the transaction of
officlal business will permit, without detri-
ment to the publle service, the chlef of the
weather bureau may grant to employes not
to exceed thirty days' leave of ahsence
with-pay, and thirly days' additlonal may
be granted in case of sickness; but noth-
Ing In this set shall give any employe a
right to any portlon of such leave if, in the
Judgment of the chlef of the weather bu-
reau, it be advisable to withhold the
same.”

Grades of salaries are established., rang-
Ing from the first grade, of E60 to $T20, to
the ninth grade, of $.500 to $6,000.

The Rurean Officinis.

The weather bureau shall hercafter con-
sist of o chief, who has been or who shall
be selected from the officials of the bureau
of or abuve the zeventh grade, and who
shall hold office during efficiency and good
hf-h_m-inr, and recelve an annual salary of
35,000, and have been or be appointed by
the President by and with (he advice and
consent of the Senate; an ass=istant chief.
who shall he appointed by the Secretary of
Agriculiure from the officials of the burean
of or ahove the sixth grade, and who shall
receive 8L5000 per snnum: a chief clerk,
who “shall be wppoinied from Lhe officinle
of the |!!.I:"'.i'1 of v above the fifth erade,
and receive $2.250 per annum: a dishursing
1-ﬂ1r‘t|:r. who shall be appointed from the
oficinls of the butenu of or above the
nfth grade, and receive $2,000 per annum:
a private secretary to the chief of bureau,
who shiall be appointed without regand 1o
ipportionment or examination, and recelve
FLOO0 per annum.

The proposed law is to go into effect
July 1, next.

Aims of the Bill.

Chairman Wadsworth's report on the bLill
BAVS:

“The bill aims 1o necomplish three olijeets
which are deparicres from =xisting law.
The other provisions of the bill are matters
o detail necessary to ecarry out the threes
primary objects of the propesed law. These
chjects are:

“First. The perpetuation by law of the
present rigid system of discipline and merit
milntained in the weather bureau, with a
further provision requiritg that each ap-
pointee of the westher Lureau entter its
lower grades and be subjected to such study
and discipline as will most effectively qual-
Ity him to become a useful public official
and permit him only to advance =0 far as
hiz wnerits demand and the needs of the
publie serviee require. This system of merit
te extend from the humblest employe to
the chief of the bhureau. All of the valuable
features of the existing law have been re-
tuined, while much has been added that will
frsure a greater cfliciency in the bureau,

“Becond. The granting o* authority to the
er:ployes of the bureau to create, exclusive-
Iy from their own moneys, a fund for the
retirement of di=abled nnd aged officials,
this to be aczomplished without one dollar
of expense to the federal Bovernment, and
in such & way that at no time in the future
cal the federal government be calied on to
cetiribute In any manner to the fund,

““Third. The apportionment, under spe-
cific limitatlons as lo age and mental and
physical qualidicntions, of all appointmonts
irrpartially among senalors, representatives
ar.11! delegates in much the same Manner as
clidels are nominatted for appo
West Point and Annapolis. SESSEc Ko

An Ideal Merit System.

“It is believed that the proposed bill wid
innugurate In the weather bureau an ideal
merit system. The aim is to make abllity
and industry the basis of promotion, and
to prohibit the. advancement of employes
by means of political or other influence,
which has proved so demoralizing to the
public service,

“To bilefly summarize the salient fea-
tures of the proposed law it may be said
that it apportions appointments among
Senators, representatives and delegates,
without regard to their political falth, and
it provides that candidates shall be nomi-
nated under such conditions as will render
it difficult, If not impossible, to effect the
permanent appointment or the promotion
of an unfit person. It prohibits the use of
political or other influences to secure pro-
motlon or ass’gnment. We believe that
ihis measure properiy co-ordinates the pre-
rogatives of Congress and the execiutive
officers of the government in the mitter of
the appointment to and the control of the
weather service. It places each employe
strict.y upon hls merits and compels him
to work out his own salvation, while the
present law leaves this to the will of the
executive officer or the rules of a commis-
sion. It prohibits the removal of any em-
ploye for political reasons, and makes his
tenure of office secure so long as his ser-
vices are advantageous to the Eovernment
and no longer. Without one cent of ex-
pense to the government it provides for the
separation from the public pay ro ls of d s-
abled, aged or only partly efficient em-
ployes, and at the same time It provides
support in their hours of need.

*“The bill is strictly in line with the most
advanced ideas on civil service as espoused
by many executive officers who ha.e had
wide experlence in the public service, and
who are earnest in their desire to maintain
ellher the existing laws on .he civil sery
or an improvement upon them. :

Strougly Indorsed. . -

“The bill Is strongly Indorsed by the de-
partment commander of the G. A. R. of the
District of Columbia, by the last past de-
partment commander of the same Distriet,
by the commander-in-chief of the G. A R.,
by all the large maritime associations of
the United States, by the principal boards
of trade, cotton exchange:, produce and
commercial exchanges, vessel masters’ ns-
soclations and by the press in every state
in the Union, as evidenced by several hun-

dred editorial expre:sions which this com-
mittee has recelved. Among these edito-
rials there are less than a dogen dissenting

op'nions. g
“While allowlng nominations to be made
by the representatives of the people, the
bill provides such a higk standard for ad-
mittance to the service, and such a rigit
system of merit after the eandidate s once
appointed, as to command the support of
nearly all classes of people who belleve
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in an honest, economical and efficient ad-
ministration of pub ic ofhce.

“In the final pages of this communication
are shown, specifically, commercial and
other assoctations which have strongly pe-
titioned your committes for favorable ac-
tion. These¢ resolutions are not mere per-
functory expressions. They are passed by
organizations having cloze affinity with the
weather bureau, and deriving such substan-
tia! benefit therefrcom as Lo cause them to
have an active and vital interest in the
welfare and better organization of this im-
portant branch of the public service.

“Reausons for urging special legisiation
in favor of retirement for weather burcau
cmp oyes:

“1. They work 360 days in a year. Thelr
hours of duty are long. On the Pacific
coast the first observation is made between
4:30 and 5:30 a.m., while on the Atlantic
coast the offices can not be closed before
11 p.m., and often later. They must be on
the alert at all times to detect the first pre-
monitions of storm development and re-
main constantly on duty in order to dis-
tribute warnings that may be received at
any moment.

2. They are subject to great viclssitudes
of climate, being required to serve, as the
exigencies of the service may require, in
almost any degree of latitude, from Alaska
to the West Indies,

“3. By reason of the peculiar organiza-
tion of the gervice its employes are, like of-
ficers cf the army, in a great measure de-
terred from obtalning a fixed habitation
or enjoying the privileges that acerue 1o
long residence In a community. Changes
of station generally operate to their finan-
cial disadvantiuge.

“4. It requires many years of experience
in the weather bureau to become thorough-
ly efficient in the higher dutles of the serv-
ice, and constant study Is neceseary in or-
der 1o Keep pace with the developments of
metcorological seience. The most efficient
men are those who entered the
when they were young and vigorous, and
gained proficiency as a result of study of
the weather conditions as they were daily
presented. The observers of the weather
bureau are on guard to give warning when
danger threatens, 2o that measures of safe-
ty may be taken by those whese Hves and
property are in jeopardy.

“3. Effective discipline must be enforced
to insure the prompt execution of every or-
der without regard to personal! comfort,
health, or safety, and It i= not just that
those who have deyvoted the best vears of
their life to this practical sclenee should be
turned away helpless in their old age, Con-
gress should not Tefuse to authorize them
to organize a plan of retirement supported
wholly by themselves, and not costing the
government one penny, but, on the con-
trary, saving much to the government by
taking from the rolls all who for any rea-
son are partly or wholly incapacitated.”

Accompanying the report i= a li=t of thir-
ty-six boards of trade and other organiza-
tions favoring the reorganization of the
weather bureau along the lines proposed.
-8 +—

CHARGES DISMISSED,

Majority of Commissioners Decide
Officer 0'Den’s Cane.

After considering the matter for several
weeks, the Distriet Commissioners today,
Commissioner Ross dissenting, dismissed
the charge of intoxication preferred against
Foliceman L. J. O'Dea last month.

Offiver O'Dia pleaded guilty of becoming
intoxicated while on duty and leaving his
beat the 14th of lest month before the
proper time. In forwarding the papers in
the case to the Commissioners, Maj. Syl-
vester, the chief of police, explained that
four years ago Officer O'Dea was warned
by them, and up to his trouble last menth
bhore a clear record, being commended by
Lieuts. Daley, McCathran, Pearson uand
others. But, in view of the action of the
Commissioners four years ago, Maj. Sylves-
ter stated that he must recommend his dis-
missal.

Commissioner Wight, who has immediate
supervision of the police department, per-
sonally Investigated the case, staling to
his associates that while the officer had
been found guilty of drinking. the facts in
the case did®™not appear to him to establish
anything more than that he unwisely, per-
haps, took the ligquor for medicinal pur-
poses. The testimony of the lieutenan:s as
to the man's efficiency, and the clear record
he had maintained up to Inst month, enti-
tled him, in Mr. Wight's opinion, to con-
sideration. Mr. Wight found that the of-
ficer took the liquor last month at his
wife's suggestion for medicinal purposes,
but rather than invelve her in the case the
man refrained from so explaining. In view
of these facts, Mr. Wight recommended
that the charge of intoxication be dismissed,

.and that the officer be notified that here-

after when he ig sick and unable to per-
form duty he shall report the fact in the
regular way and use such medicine as may
be preseribed for him by the police sur-
Ee0n.

Commissioner Ress, however, could not
approve Mr. Wight's recommendation. He
stated that while he has the utmost sym-
pathy for men who have the drink habiz,
and is willing to give them chance after
chance to do better, provided the employ-
ment which is sccorded them does not in-
volve danger to the community, he deems
it wholly inexpedient and abselutely dan-
gerous to give such coniinued employment
to men who persist in drinking when in-
trusted with the baton and revolver. There-
fore, while willing to vote to employ the
officer in any other capacity than that of
policeman, Mr. Ross said that under the
circumstances he must vote to approve the
chief of police’s 1 dation of dis-
mis=al. At the request of many of the
friends of the officer Mr. Ross again went
over both eases, but stated that he could
not see his way clear to modify his above
siatement of his views in the present case.

The papers then went back te Commis-
sloner Wight, who indorsed them to the
effect that he felt justified in adhering to
h's recommendation of a dismissal of the
charge of intoxleation. Capt. Beach, the
Engineer Commissioner, agroed with ilm in
the matter, and the action recommends=d by
Mr. Wight was thercupon taken today.

———— et

THE ART STUDENTS LEAGUE.

Suecessful Rendings by Hopkinson
Smith and Mr. Nelson Page.

Yesterday afte-noon

service |

rapldity from the plne-gloomed crag= ol
Franconla Noteh, where Jonathan dwelt
with his low-volced angular wife and
warthless dog, to the rose gardens of Vir-
ginia: the wide verandas, where “Meh
Lady” stood in the moonlight and fought
her battle between love and loyalty, with
the memory of her dead and a yvearning for
the gallant northern lover distractingiy
pleading. i

Mr. Smith's first reading, after a brief in-
troduction by Mr. Page. was entitled ~Jon-
athan.” a picture from nature as vivid and
full of truth and color as any of the mas-

terful things that the artist-author ever
plm to canvas or paper. It was as quict as
the

wooded depths whereln Jonathan dwell,
and as soft a= thg midday sighing of his
companion trees,

Mr. Puge's readlng from “Meh Lady™
differed in subject from Jonathan, as 1"!\&
Mne from the rose, but had the same art
to bind, and the same pathos and that h-
min love which knows no race or locality.
JMr. Smith's “Captaln Joe™ and Mr. Page's
{ "How Jennie Eared Her Mind™ composed
| the second half of the program, and com-

Meted an entertalnment of singular beguty
complete snd satisfying, ; <

The readings were for the benefit of the
Art Btudents’ League pecutdarily, and for

the assembled  audlence intellectunlly, as
well as artistically, undoubtedly.,
et e e

Thut Kansas Lymehing.
To the Editor of The Evening Star:
As a citizen of Kuns=as 1 cannot let vour
, editorial on the recent Kansas Iynching go
unchallenged, as it shows a misconcepiion

of the condition of affalrs In that stRle.
When you characterized this Iyncehing
as “one of the worst phases of this

atrocious practice,” because the men killed
by the mab had been trded and convicted of
taurder and thercby condemned to death,
| ¥ou wera probably

not awares that being
|t'lv'l|'i"l'll_ll“l o death In Kansas does not
mean dGeanth.  True, the Kansas statutes

Frovide the death penalty, and the coprt
rying the case sentences the comvicted
murderers in due form to be hung, but the
law gives the governr alone power to fix
the date for the hanging. Years ago Kan-
saﬂ‘had a governor who, being opposed to
capital punishmeént, declined to fix the Jate
for executions, and since that time no gov-
ermr has been found willlng to execute
murderers convicted before be came into
office. and as it would be manifestly unjust
to hang the murderers convicted during his
ocwn administration and nol the others,
¢ach gevarnor in turn has declined to fix
the date for executions, and in this way
capital punishment has been practically
aholished in Kansas without the consent of
the people.

There i= no other state in the Unlon
where law and order are more strictly oh-
served than in Kansas, and thie lynch'ng
was nothing more nor less than a forcible
protest agailnst the non-enforcement of the
law. These men had been tried and con-
victed and ‘sentenced to death, as you say,
and there could be no doubt that they
deserved death, and the mob adopted the
only method In which the sentence of the
court could be carrled out, and it strikes
me that instead of being one of the “worst
phases” it = very much to the credit of
the Kansas mob that they waited untl] the
murderers had been falrly and legally tried
and condemned to death, and there could
be no question of their guilt, before they
procesded 1o hang them, instead of follow-
Ing the practice of the cultured east of
hanging men without trial and on susplclon
only..

The slow-going people in the middls At-
lantic and southern states should know
that there has been a great advance in
civilizatlon in the wild and wooliy west
during the past forty years, even If there
has not been a corresponding advance in
their own section.

BENI B. F. GRAVES.

S ——
MUTUAL FIRE INSLRANCE COMPANY,

Injunction Continued by Jodge Bar-
nard to February 9.

Many of the stockholders of the Mutual
Fire Insurance Company visited the clty
hall this morning In expectation that the
legal setflement of the differences existing
between the opposing factions in the cor-
poration would be commenced. They were
disappolnted, however, as yesterday after-
noon Messrs. Bamuel Maddox and R. Ross
Perry, counsel for Richard H. Johnson and
others, who are suing SBamuel H Walker,
appeared before Justice Barnard and filed
an amended bill of complaint. Justice Barn-
ard thereupon continued the existing in-
junetion until February 9, when the case
will be argued.

—_—

Willlam Eslin was today charged before
Judge Kimball with threatening to do bod-
ily harm to hiz wife, and the court required
him to glve a £300 real estate bond or go to
jail for sixty days.

He Who Buys or Sells
Hunter
Baltimore Rye

is fixed, its quality
*\UNTE}; is always uniform.
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